
 

TOWN OF MORRISTOWN SELECTBOARD  
MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA  

COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM   
 On Zoom and at 43 Portland St.  Morrisville, VT  05661   

5:30 PM    Monday, January 5, 2026  
 
Join Zoom Meeting or by phone join via conference call (audio only): 1 (646) 558-8656 | Meeting ID: 810 342 4528 | 
Passcode 05661  
The meeting will be live streamed on the Town of Morristown's website: 
https://www.morristownvt.gov/community/page/meetings-agendas-minutes and on Town GMATV YouTube Channel 
when possible  

I.  5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER  

II.  5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS  

III.  5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS 

IV.  5:47PM - APPROVE MINUTES  
    1. Approve minutes of 12-15-25 
    2. Approve minutes of 12-15-25 Special  
    3. Approve minutes of 12-30-25 Special 

V.  5:50PM - NEW BUSINESS 
    1. Consideration to appoint David Durand to MCC 
    2. Road approval - Powder Day Lane 

    3. Consideration of discontinuance proceedings under 19 V.S.A. Chapter 7 for Lanphear Rd, Stub 
Towne Rd, and Class 4 section of Lazy Lane (Bucket #1) 

   
 4. Review and discuss proposed voter education initiatives related to the Local Option Tax, including 

messaging, outreach methods, timeline, and budget considerations, to ensure voters have clear 
and accurate information in advance of the vote. 

VI.  7:00PM - OLD BUSINESS 
    1. Continuation of Manager's proposed budget discussions 
    2. Continuation of Local Option Tax Articles for the warning 

VII.  7:30PM - APPROVE WARRANTS 

VIII.  7:35PM - SCHEDULE 

   

 1. Saturday, January 10, 2026 - Community Meeting Day - Pie for Breakfast begins at 8AM Meeting 
begins at 9AM 
Monday, January 12, 2026 - SB Special Meeting - 5:30PM 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 - SB Meeting - 5:30PM 
Monday, January 26, 2026 - SB Special Meeting - 5:30PM 

IX.  7:40PM - OTHER BUSINESS 

X.  7:45PM - ADJOURN 
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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OF DECEMBER 15, 2025  

Members: 
 
Absent: 

Don McDowell, Laura Streets, Richard Craig, George Cormier, Leah Hollenberger 

 
ADMINISTRATION and STAFF: Brent Raymond, Town Manager; Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant; Sara Haskins, 
Town Clerk/Treasurer; Adele Taplin*, ECDD 

PARTICIPANTS/GUESTS: Jamie Jaret, Martin Green, Seth Jensen, Hilary Warner, Alex Cyr, Adam Audet, Jerry & 
Evelyn Throne, Bob Bortree, Pam Stanyon, Dawn Angney-Kress, George Kress, Ed Loewenton* 

*participating via Zoom 
 

5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER    
Don McDowell called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 5:37 PM at the Tegu Building. 

5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS    
Add Confidential Attorney-Client Communications to Old Business #2 Possible Executive Session. 

5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS   
None 

5:47PM - APPROVE MINUTES     

   
1. Approve minutes of 12-1-25 
 Motion made by Richard Craig to approve the minutes of 12/1/25. Motion seconded by Leah 

Hollenberger. Motion carried. (5/0) 

   
2. Approve minutes of 12-8-25 
 Motion made by Richard Craig to approve the minutes of 12/8/25. Motion seconded by Laura. 

Motion carried. (5/0) 

5:50PM - NEW BUSINESS    

   

1. Approve private road name - Powder Day Lane 
 Motion made by Richard Craig to approve private road name, Powder Day Lane, and authorize Chair 

Don McDowell to sign on behalf of the Selectboard. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. Motion 
carried (5/0). 
 
 
  

   
2. Hear a presentation from LCPC, Seth Jensen, to discuss next steps related to Tier 1B designation. 
 The Selectboard discussed a potential Tier 1B designation for Morristown's downtown and village centers, 

which would change Act 250 review thresholds for developments with housing elements. Seth Jensen from 
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LCPC explained the requirements and benefits, noting that while it would simplify development review, local 
zoning and subdivision regulations would still apply. Brent stated that a joint session of the Selectboard and 
the Planning Commission would be scheduled, especially in light of new legislation that allows the 
development of existing buildings in town. The board agreed to continue discussions with the Planning 
Commission and make a decision concerning Tier 1B by early March, after community input and further 
review of the proposal's pros and cons. 

   

3. Consideration of a non-voting student member for MCC 
 The Conservation Commission requests that a Morristown high school student be added to their 

meetings.    
 
Motion made by Richard Craig to approve the addition of a non-voting student member to the 
Morristown Conservation Commission (MCC). Once selected by the MCC, this student member may 
be appointed by the Selectboard to serve a term of one school year, from Fall through 
Spring. Motion seconded by Leah Hollenberger. Motion carried (5/0). 
 
  

   

4. Discussion on automatic mailing of annual meeting ballots 
 Sara Haskins, Town Clerk, introduced the topic of automatically mailing the annual meeting ballots for 

this year. She reported that voting participation has doubled since implementing the mailing, and it costs 
around $10,000. The Selectboard regretted the high cost of the mailing but agreed that the best return 
volume came from this method. Cost-restraining methods, such as using volunteers to stuff envelopes for 
mailing ballots, were unsuccessful. Sara noted the deadlines for article petitions (January 15th) and 
candidate submissions (January 26th) for the upcoming town and school elections. 
The original motion made by Leah Hollenberger, seconded by George Cormier, did not include "without 
return postage" so that motion was amended.  
 
Motion made by Leah Hollenberger to approve automatically mailing annual meeting ballots without 
return postage. Motion seconded by George Cormier. Motion carried (4/1). Laura Streets Nay 
  

   

5. Discuss LOT Meals and Alcohol 
 The Selectboard discussed the implementation of a 1 percent LOT tax on meals and alcohol. Laura 

expressed strong opposition, citing concerns that small businesses are still struggling post-COVID and due 
to inflation. Brent and other board members argued the LOT could address infrastructure needs and 
maintain town services. Depending on the commerce of the LOT, such as sales tax, it is possible to 
generate over $1.1 million in revenue and replace the need for special articles. All members emphasized 
the need to present it to the voters for decision-making. Richard identified the tax as a use tax because the 
public had a choice to participate in activities involving the tax. Leah's research shows the LOT tax doesn't 
change the patrons' behavior. George pointed out that Morristown is the biggest shopping center in Lamoille 
County, utilized by both residents and non-residents.  

   

6. Discussion and possible action on including a Local Option Tax and intended use of funds article on 
the 2026 Town Meeting ballot. 

 The discussion continued with the board agreeing to present all the LOT options for the public's 
consideration. The importance of providing a well-written, comprehensive statement with all the information 
for the public was agreed upon. Further decision points were deemed necessary regarding whether to 
present all the articles separately or combined, where the income from the LOT would be used, and when 
and if a sunset date for the LOT should be determined. The board agreed to continue the discussion, 
concentrating on the decisions enumerated above. Some community members offered their suggestions. 
 
Motion made by Laura Streets to list the LOT articles separately on the ballot. Motion seconded by 
Richard Craig. Motion carried (3/2). Laura Street & Leah Hollenberger Nay 

6:50PM - OLD BUSINESS    
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1. Continue Town of Elmore proposal for continued Morristown EMS Services 
 Adam Audette from Elmore presented a revised proposal for a $60,000 per year contract for EMS services 

for the town of Elmore. The Morristown Selectboard countered with a one-year contract of $65,000, agreed 
to an EMS liaison from Elmore, and requested a response by December 22nd. Don appreciated that the 
Elmore proposal had increased from the previous version. The board also proposed forming a joint 
committee to discuss the contract for the following year. 

   

2. Possible Executive Session - Contract Negotiations 
 Motion made by Leah Hollenberger to move to go into Executive Session because I find that 

premature general public knowledge of the pending contract negotiations will clearly place the 
Town at a disadvantage by disclosing its negotiation strategy. Motion seconded by Richard Craig. 
Motion carried (5/0). 
 
Motion made by Leah Hollenberger to enter into Executive Session under the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 
313(a)(1) to discuss the pending contract negotiations, and under the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 
313(a)(1)(F) to discuss confidential attorney–client communications made for the purpose of 
providing professional legal services to the Board. The Board invites Town Manager Brent Raymond 
and Executive Assistant Judi Alberi. Motion seconded by Richard Craig. Motion carried (5/0). 
 
Motion made by Leah Hollenberger to close the Executive Session and reopen the Selectboard 
meeting. Motion seconded by Richard Craig. Motion carried (5/0).  

7:15PM - APPROVE WARRANTS   
Motion made by Richard Craig to approve the warrants. Motion seconded by George Cormier . Motion 
carried. (5/0) 

7:20PM - SCHEDULE    

   

1. Monday, December 29, 2025 - SB Special Meeting - 5:30PM 
Monday, January 5, 2026 - SB Meeting - 5:30PM 
Saturday, January 10, 2026 - Community Meeting Day - Pie for Breakfast - 8am - noon at VFW 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 - SB Meeting 

 Don McDowell noted January 15th petitions for articles and January 26th petitions for elected officials 
are due.  

7:25PM - OTHER BUSINESS   
None 

7:30PM - ADJOURN   
Motion made by Richard Craig to adjourn. Motion seconded by George Cormier. Motion carried. (5/0) 
  
Meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm 
Submitted and filed this 12/18/25. 
Bonnie McDermott, Scribe 
  

Please note all minutes are in Draft form and are subject to approval at the next Selectboard meeting. 
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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OF DECEMBER 15, 2025  

Members: 
 
Absent: 

Don McDowell, Laura Streets, Richard Craig, George Cormier, Leah Hollenberger  

 
ADMINISTRATION and STAFF:  Brent Raymond, Town Manager; Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant, Tina Sweet, 
Finance Director; Chief of EMS Corey Boisvert; Chief of Police Jason Luneau 

PARTICIPANTS/GUESTS: Martin Green 

*participating via Zoom 
 

4:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER    
Don McDowell called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 4:30PM at the Tegu Building. 

4:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS    
None 

4:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS   
Martin Green emphasized the importance of properly compensating department heads and other personnel 
to attract and retain qualified personnel. 

4:35PM - NEW BUSINESS    

   

1. Executive Session 
1. Contract Negotiations 
2. Discuss Confidential Attorney-Client Communication 

 Motion by Laura Streets to find that premature general public knowledge of the pending contract 
negotiations will clearly place the Town at a disadvantage by disclosing its negotiation strategy. 
Motion seconded by Richard Craig. Motion carried. (5/0) 
 
Motion by Laura Street that the Selectboard enter into Executive Session under the provisions of 1 
V.S.A. § 313(a)(1) to discuss the pending contract negotiations, and under the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 
313(a)(1)(F) to discuss confidential attorney–client communications made for the purpose of 
providing professional legal services to the Board. The Board invites Town Manager Brent Raymond, 
Executive Assistant Judi Alberi, Finance Director Tina Sweet, EMS Chief Corey Boisvert, and Police 
Chief Jason Luneau to participate in the discussion. Motion seconded by Richard Craig. Motion 
carried. (5/0) 
 
Motion by Richard Craig to come out of Executive Session with no action taken. Motion seconded by 
Laura Streets. Motion carried. (5/0) 
  

5:25PM - ADJOURN   
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Motion made by Richard Craig to adjourn. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. Motion carried. (5/0) 
  
Meeting adjourned at 5:29pm 
Submitted and filed this December 16, 2025. 
Judi Alberi, Scribe 
  

Please note all minutes are in Draft form and are subject to approval at the next Selectboard meeting. 
 

Page 6 of 30



 

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OF DECEMBER 30, 2025  

Members: 
 
Absent: 

Don McDowell, Laura Streets*, Richard Craig, George Cormier, Leah Hollenberger  

 
ADMINISTRATION and STAFF:  Brent Raymond, Town Manager; Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant; Adele Taplin, 
ECDD 

PARTICIPANTS/GUESTS: John Buttolph, Jamie Jaret, Rachel Duffy, Martin Green, Nate Beyer, Julie Pickett, 
Jerry Throne 

*participating via Zoom 
 

5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER    
Don McDowell called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 5:31 PM at the Tegu Building. 

5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS    
None 

5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS   
None 

5:50PM - NEW BUSINESS    

   

1. Recreation Follow-up 
 Adele Taplin reported on her activities exploring recreation possibilities for Morristown's children. 

Johnson has a municipal program with no day camp. Stowe has limited options for those who do not 
live in Stowe. Unbound and Apple Tree are two programs that currently have summer programs in 
Morristown. Unbound has grades 5–8 with limitations due to a grant that was received. Apple Tree is a 
private after-school program for grades 1–4. There are only 27 spots, with priority given to returning 
children. Expanding their program will require more space and staffing. They supplement their staff 
with college-age students. Adele will follow up with them in mid-January. Brent added that Hyde Park 
and Wolcott do not have recreation programs. Don thanked Adele and Brent for their work. 

   

2. Draft of Local Option Tax Articles for the warning 
 The board reviewed three separate draft articles for the Town Meeting warning regarding a 1% tax on 

sales, meals/alcohol, and rooms with the revenue being dedicated to capital infrastructure 
expenditures, debt reduction, reserve funds, emergency needs, economic development, or municipal 
property tax reduction. Leah highlighted the town's 15 years of deferred maintenance on roads, town 
buildings, and the police station. She proposed adding language stating that any expenditure of LOT 
funds must be approved and voted on at a warned public meeting. Board members George and 
Richard argued against a "sunset" (expiration) clause, noting that the funds are needed for long-term 
20-year municipal bonds. Laura expressed concerns regarding the vagueness of "community 
development" and the potential for LOT to be an "open-ended fund".  Feedback was heard and Brent 

Page 7 of 30



will continue to work on the wording and have legal counsel review it.  
 
  

   

3. Continuation of Manager's proposed budget discussions 
  

 Brent explained that a budget is not a static entity, and the federal government has a great influence 
on local planning. He and Tina Sweet explained that there was an increase in EMS billing rates, but the 
reimbursement rates did not increase. Therefore, the anticipated income will not be realized. The 
majority of people using EMS services are insured under Medicare and Medicaid, which results in a 
48% write-off of expenses. However, the agreement with Elmore for payment of EMS services will 
bring in some revenue. Brent informed the board that some grants have been applied for that would 
bring in funding, and that they require matching funds. Don commented that the budget expenses are 
diligent; however, the town revenue has diminished. He was concerned that with a 9.6% increase in 
this year's budget, the town would not pass it. He suggested that all special articles for the 
departments be put on hold this year, which would reduce the figure from 9.6% to approximately 
4.2%. Concern was expressed that the progress of the highway department's plan to correct the past 
years of neglect would be derailed. George thanked Brent and Tina for their clarity in explaining the 
wider influences on budget planning. Chair Don McDowell proposed cutting special warning items like 
paving and capital equipment funds to reduce the increase to 4.2%. The board expressed concerns 
over not funding any of the equipment funds and the work that has been done in year 1 of a 5 year 
highway plan. Tina suggested a "Middle Road" alternative of 1 cent for bridge infrastructure, 0.5 cent 
for fire, and 0.5 cent for highway capital, yielding a 6.9% increase. No final decisions were reached, and 
the board plans to review these scenarios in upcoming meetings. People were encouraged to talk to 
their legislators at the upcoming events. 

7:00PM - ADJOURN   
Motion made by Richard Craig to adjourn. Motion seconded by George Cormier. Motion carried. (5/0) 
  
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm 
Submitted and filed this 12/31/25. 
Bonnie McDermott, Scribe 
  

Please note all minutes are in Draft form and are subject to approval at the next Selectboard meeting. 
 

Page 8 of 30



Board/Committee Interest : Submission #23
Name
DAVID DURAND
Email
dmdcarpentry@gmail.com
Are you a resident of Morristown
Yes
Which Board/Committee are you interested in?
Conservation Commission - 4 yr term - Meets 3rd Thursday of the month at 5:00pm
Do you have any actual, potential, or perceived conflicts of interest?
No
How did you learn about this Board/Committee?
Articles in New and Citizen &Jerry Throne
Have you attended any meetings of board/committee in the six months prior to your interest?
No
Do you provide any goods or services to the public related to this Board/Committee?
No
Are you familiar with the governing rules under which this Board/Committee operates?
Yes
Briefly, what qualities, experience, training and/or skills will you bring to this board/committee?
I have had a life long passion for the outdoors starting in scouting progressing to Eagle Scout where I we
practiced stewardship and volunteer based work for our trail systems. Now later in life I run my own carpentry
businesses and spend time with my wife and our dogs out in the woods maintaining trails enjoying what lamoille
county has to offer. Running my own business have given me the chance to build connections in the community
and work on communication skills as well as management.
Please share your ideas related to the Board/Committee and the topics they are responsible for?
As a resident of Morrisville I am greatly appreciative of the work that so many community members have put in
to keep Green wild spaces for people to enjoy and explore. Having a chance to add to the conservation of land
and access for people is a a great cause. With the current climate of development in town and stresses of climate
change on our lands protecting wild spaces is an important part of a vibrant community.
Have you appeared in front of this Board/Committee before advocating for a specific issue? If yes,
explain.
No
My availability allows me to attend most of the meetings of the Board/Committee for which I am applying.
Yes
Is there anything else you feel we should know about you?
I enjoy studying maps and exploring new places .
Your name in this space affirms that the information provided is true to the best of your knowledge.
DAVID DURAND
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SELECTBOARD 
MEMORANDUM 

 

 
To: Selectboard 
From: Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant 
Date: January 5, 2026 
Subject: Consideration of discontinuance proceedings under 19 V.S.A. Chapter 7 for Lanphear Rd, Stub 

Towne Rd, and Class 4 section of Lazy Lane (Bucket #1) 

 
Background: 
Hi judi,  
As you mentioned, the statutory process for discontinuing a road is complex and specific. A 
court will reverse the decision if done improperly. Further, there will be legal documents and 
potentially a survey to finalize the change. Therefore, we strongly recommend the town’s 
attorney guide the board from the early stages. 
In terms of warning a hearing, the law was recently updated to reflect the difficult logistics of 
a site visit. This portion of the hearing is now exempt from a recording requirement: 
(6) Local public bodies; meeting recordings. 
(A) A public body of a municipality or political subdivision, except advisory bodies, shall record 
or cause to record, in audio or video form, any meeting of the public body and post a copy of 
the recording in a designated electronic location for a minimum of 30 days following the 
posting of the minutes for a meeting. This subdivision (A) shall not apply to gatherings of a 
public body for purposes of a site inspection or field visit. 
 

I suggest the selectboard warn a site visit as the first part of the hearing, and a continued 
hearing at the town office or wherever it typically meets. The board can determine rules for 
the site visit and share those expectations when it opens the hearing. My advice is to have 
members state observations only at the site. Then, it can reiterate the observations on a 
recording in the hearing inside. Then take comments and questions there. They should 
continue the hearing at the site to the indoor location, stating the time it’ll begin. Does that 
make sense?  
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
Motion to commence discontinuance proceedings under 19 V.S.A. Chapter 7 for each of the three 
roads or roads segments identified in Bucket #1.  
Attachments: 
1. Sub-Standard Road Cost Estimates 1-5-25 SB 
2. Road Discontinuance Plan 1-5-26 
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Road Name

Town 
Highway 
Number

Length in 
Miles Construction Class

Meets 
Width Lots Homes Owners

Parcels 
Affected

Winter 
Maintenance 

Cost

Summer 
Maintenance 

Cost
Material 

Costs
Bridge 

Maintenance
Yearly 

Maintenance Cost
2025 Storm 

Repairs Notes: 
Stub Towne Rd 38 0.1 Gravel 3 N 3 3 3 3 $2,360 $600 $354 - $3,313 Willing Participants

Lanphear Rd 15 0.1 Gravel 3 N 1 1 1 2 $2,360 $600 $354 - $3,313
Willing Participants - No 
Turn Around

Lazy Ln - Class 4 Section 21 0.28 Gravel 4 N 1 0 1 2 - - - - $0

Willing Participants - 
Class 4 No Public 
Interests

$6,626 $0
Winter Maintenance

Total Cost 2025 $6,626
Plow Truck and Operator 
Cost/HR

Hours per 
Plow Times/Yr

$143 0.33 50 $2,360

Summer Maintenance

Grader and Operator 
Cost/HR

Hours per 
Grading Times/Yr

$150 2 2 $600

Material Costs

Gravel/Sand cost per CY
Yards Per 

Mile Cost Per Mile
$11.79 300 $3,537.00

Does not include:
Ditching
Culvert Replacements

With Listed Frontage
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Road Discontinuance Plan – 19 V.S.A. Chapter 7 

1. Identify Roads to Be Considered 

• Confirm the three roads or road segments in Bucket #1 to be evaluated. 

• Each road must be handled as a separate discontinuance proceeding, even if 
hearings occur on the same date. 

2. Selectboard Action to Begin the Process  

• The Selectboard votes to “commence discontinuance proceedings under 19 
V.S.A. Chapter 7” for each Bucket #1 road. 

• This vote should occur about 60 days before the desired hearing and site visit date.  

3. Schedule Site Visits  

• A site visit is required before the public hearing for each road. (19 V.S.A. § 709) 

• Site visits for all three roads may occur on the same day if Selectboard availability 
allows. 

4. Notice Requirements (minimum 30 days before hearing) 

The Town’s attorney will assist with notices, but the timeline is important: 

• Title research (20–30 days) to identify: 

o Abutting property owners 

o Mortgage holders or lienholders 

• Certified mail notice must be sent at least 30 days prior to the hearing/site visit to 
all required parties. 

• Notice must also be sent to: 

o Planning Commission 

o Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation for Morristown notify 
Conservation Commission 

5. Prepare Evidence for the Hearing 

To support a finding that discontinuance is in the public good, necessity, and 
convenience, the Town should prepare: 

• Maintenance impacts, including: 
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o Winter maintenance challenges 

o Overall condition and cost to maintain 

• Cost analysis: 

o Jordan prepares a summary of annual winter maintenance costs for each 
road. 

o This should compare maintenance costs to actual usage and demonstrate 
potential savings to the Town. 

6. Public Hearing 

• Hold a separate public hearing for each road, even if all occur on the same night. 

• Present testimony and evidence supporting discontinuance. 

• Take public comment. 

7. Selectboard Decision 

• After the hearings, the Selectboard has 60 days to issue a written decision: 

o Approving or denying discontinuance for each road. 

8. Attorney Follow-Up 

• Once the Selectboard votes to commence proceedings: 

o The Town notifies the attorney. 

o Title research and preparation of certified mail notices begin. 
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