
 

TOWN OF MORRISTOWN SELECTBOARD  
MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA  

COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM   
 On Zoom and at 43 Portland St.  Morrisville, VT  05661   

5:30 PM    Monday, November 17, 2025  
 
Join Zoom Meeting or by phone join via conference call (audio only): 1 (646) 558-8656 | Meeting ID: 810 342 4528 | 
Passcode 05661  
The meeting will be live streamed on the Town of Morristown's website: 
https://www.morristownvt.gov/community/page/meetings-agendas-minutes and on Town GMATV YouTube Channel 
when possible  

I.  5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER  

II.  5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS  

III.  5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS 

IV.  5:47PM - APPROVE MINUTES  
    1. Approve minutes 11-3-25 
    2. Approve minutes 11-10-25 

V.  5:50PM - NEW BUSINESS 
    1. Recreation and wellness discussion 
    2. Best Street private sewer line  
    3. Update Dog Park Rules 

    4. Laura Streets & Leah Hollenberger lead and provide a summary of VLCT short-term rental policy 
retreat 

    5. Approve RFP for Architectural Services with Scott & Partners 

    6. Request for reconsideration of conditions for ROW access permit 265 Cottage Street - Chris & 
Melissa Leblanc 

       a. Possible deliberative session 

VI.  7:10PM - OLD BUSINESS 
    1. Motion to convey land to Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity 

VII.  7:20PM - APPROVE WARRANTS 

VIII.  7:25PM - SCHEDULE 

    1. Monday, December 1, 2025 - SB Meeting - 5:30PM 
Monday, December 15, 2025 - SB Meeting - 5:30PM 

IX.  7:30PM - OTHER BUSINESS 

X.  7:32PM - ADJOURN 
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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OF NOVEMBER 3, 2025  

Members: 
 
Absent: 

Don McDowell, Laura Streets, George Cormier, Leah Hollenberger 
 
Richard Craig 

 
ADMINISTRATION and STAFF: Brent Raymond, Town Manager; Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant; Sara Haskins, 
Town Clerk/Treasurer; Jordan St. Onge, Highway Superintendent; Adele Taplin, ECDD 

PARTICIPANTS/GUESTS:Dennis Smith, Jamie Jaret, Martin Green, Ed Loewenton, Carol Lauber, Jerry Throne, 
Sheila Tarbox, Tony Cote, Kathy Chaffee*, Maggie Cleary,  

*participating via Zoom 
 

5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER    
Don McDowell called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 5:30 PM at the Tegu Building. 

5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS    
None 

5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS   
Maggie Cleary (Morristown Resident/Library Staff) announced the launch of the Morristown Civic Project. 
This civic engagement initiative is a partnership between the library and MACC (Morristown Alliance of 
Culture and Commerce). The project aims to boost communication and civic engagement, stemming from a 
June visit concerning Vermont's first civic health index. The index measures metrics like volunteerism, political 
engagement, cultural access, and government trust. The kickoff event will feature Susan Clark, a local 
democracy expert and author of Slow Democracy, on Wednesday, November 19th, 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM at 
the library. 
 
Ed Loewenton questioned the legality, constitutionality, and other issues surrounding the Selectboard's right 
to reverse a DRB decision.Kathy Chaffee has spoken with Administration and Zoning regarding a concern with 
rats in the village area.  

5:47PM - APPROVE MINUTES     

   
1. Approve minutes of 10-20-25 
 Motion made by Laura Streets to approve the minutes of 10/20/25. Motion seconded by Leah 

Hollenberger. Motion carried. (4/0) 

5:50PM - NEW BUSINESS    

   

1. Highway Summer work recap and grants- Jordan St.Onge 
 Jordan St. Onge, Highway Department Supervisor, reported on the department's accomplishments and 

long-lasting improvements in several areas completed by his crew in addition to their usual work 
assignments throughout last Summer. These included work on the following problem areas: gravel 
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road repairs, focusing on ride quality and flood resilience (drainage, shape, compaction), and sidewalk 
repairs, which raised the quality to meet ADA standards and are capable of year-round maintenance. 
Many paving projects were addressed with the focus on ride quality, flood resilience, and salt 
reduction. Repainting of the crosswalks was also completed. With the focus of maximizing and 
supplementing the current budget, Jordan has secured several funding opportunities, including grants 
for many of the projects. This amounted to half a million dollars of grant funds. He ended his report by 
stating that, even with the summer accomplishments, there is still much work to be done to address 
the remaining deficiencies. This is estimated to take another five years. Don and the Selectboard 
thanked Jordan for his impressive financial and resource management of the department. 

   

2. Economic & Community Dev Director update and grants - Adele Taplin 
 Adele Taplin, Economic & Community Development Director, reported on the summer's successful 

events. The town's social events, including July 4th, the Summer Music Series at the Oxbow, and 
Rocktoberfest. All events were well attended, and both participants and the vendors responded 
positively. All event sponsorship for 2025 totaled $26,950; an increase of $13,575 from 2024. A 
broader marketing approach was taken, including press releases, print, and radio. Work with Radio 
Vermont was undertaken with the in-kind sponsorship of all 2026 events. It was noted that 
Morristown's Downtown Designation status received praise from vendors and the public. Several 
grants were awarded for diverse areas, including the rec trail, summer camp, stormwater in Jersey 
Heights, and the VTrans Bicycle & Pedestrian Scoping Grant – LVRT Connectivity Improvement Study. A 
total of $571,638 was received. The Selectboard praised Adele's work, and her superior efforts were 
recognized. Brent thanked Adele, Carol of the MACC, and the LCPC for Morristown's Downtown 
Designation status. 

   

3. Noyes House - Belonging Community Grants Application Letter of Support - Adele Taplin 
 AdeleTaplin informed the Selectboard that the Town of Morristown’s application to the Building 

Communities Grants (BCG) Programs: Human Services and Educational Facilities Grant to address 
critical preservation needs at the Noyes House Museum, now requires a Selectboard motion to 
continue the process. 
 
Motion made by Laura Steets to the Town of Morristown’s application to the Building Communities 
Grants (BCG) Programs: Human Services and Educational Facilities Grant to address critical 
preservation needs at the Noyes House Museum. Motion seconded by George Cormier. Motion 
carried (4/0). 

   

4. Report on the Morristown Cemetary Association — Dennis Smith 
 Dennis Smith, of the Morristown Cemetery Association, reported that at the Fall meeting on October 

28th, 2025, the members voted to dissolve the association. The increase in state regulations has 
become too complicated for a volunteer group. He noted that Sexton, Mike Bucannon, has done a 
great job. However, the group feels that an additional Sexton should be hired due to the amount of 
work involved. Don agreed that all 7 cemeteries are important to the town. Brent thanked Dennis and 
the Cemetery Association for all their work and for leaving the finances in great shape. He offered 
them his respect. The Morristown Cemeteries will be discussed at a future time. 

   

5. On-the-Spot Award - Jason Tallman and Evan Gaskill 
 Two employees, Jason Tallman and Evan Gaskill, received the On-The-Spot Award for their impromptu 

performance of EMS duties at the highest standards when delivering a baby outside the hospital.  
 
Motion made by Laura Streets to approve the presentation of the On-the-Spot Award to Jason 
Tallman and Evan Gaskill in recognition of their service and authorize Selectboard Chair to sign. 
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Motion seconded by Lesh Hollenberger. Motion carried (4/0). 

   

6. Options discussion for Cady's Falls Bridge 
 A lengthy discussion regarding the options for the Cady's Falls Bridge repairs ensued. There are 4 

options with the focus on the 3 action items. Doing nothing is the option not discussed. The 3 action 
items are listed below. 
Alternative 1 – Truss Repair 
Alternative 2 – Full Bridge Replacement with New Pratt thru truss with or without road closure and 
detour 
Alternative 3 – Full Bridge Replacement with Steel Beam Bridge with or without road closure and 
detour. 
Options 2&3 meet the 11’ lane/3’ shoulder standard and accommodate bicycle and pedestrian traffic. 
These 2 possibilities would also involve state funding. The discussion also included the upkeep issue of 
painting over steel. Brent Raymond will seek clarification from the state on the material (galvanized vs. 
metallized steel) and whether a green finish is required. He will also investigate installing temporary 
traffic lights on Needle Eye Road during the closure.  
 
Motion made by Laura Streets to identify alternative #2 as the Town’s preferred alternative for the 
Cady's Falls Bridge project (BF 0239(3)) with road closure/detour. Motion seconded by George 
Cormier. Motion carried (4/0). 

   

7. Discussion on LOT - Rooms 
 The first discussion of the local option tax (LOT) concerned a Room tax on motels, hotels, and short-

term rentals in our area. These venues affect people who want housing while in the town, thus not our 
residents. Several residents thought that this was a good start. The Selectboard agreed that the best 
way to start the LOT process in town was through a room tax.  

6:50PM - OLD BUSINESS    

   1. Motion to convey land to Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity 
 This agenda item has been tabled due to Robin Pierce's inability to attend this evening.  

7:00PM - APPROVE WARRANTS   
Motion made by George Cormier to approve the warrants. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. Motion carried. 
(4/0) 

7:05PM - SCHEDULE    

   
1. Monday, November 17, 2025 - SB Meeting - 5:30PM 

Monday, December 1, 2025 - SB Meeting - 5:30PM 
  

7:08PM - OTHER BUSINESS    

   

1. Executive Session - Legal 
 Motion made by Laura Streets to enter into Executive Session and find that premature general public 

knowledge regarding legal matters would clearly place the town at a substantial disadvantage by 
disclosing information related to probable litigation.Motion seconded by Leah Hollenberger. Motion 
carried (4/0). 
 
Motion made by Laura Streets to enter into executive session to discuss legal matters under the 
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provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1)(E) of the Vermont Statutes to include Brent Raymond, Town 
Manager; Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant; and Adele Taplin, Economic & Comm. Dev. 
Director. Motion seconded by George Cormier. Motion carried (4/0). 

7:45PM - ADJOURN   
Motion made by George Cormier to adjourn the Executive Session with no action. Motion seconded by Leah 
Hollenberger. Motion carried. (4/0) 
 
Motion made by George Cormier to adjourn the Selectboard meeting. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. 
Motion carried. (4/0) 
  
Meeting adjourned at 9:27 pm 
Submitted and filed this 11/5/2025. 
Bonnie McDermott, Scribe  
  

Please note all minutes are in Draft form and are subject to approval at the next Selectboard meeting. 
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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
OF NOVEMBER 10, 2025  

Members: 
 
Absent: 

Don McDowell, Laura Streets, Richard Craig, George Cormier, Leah Hollenberger  

 
ADMINISTRATION and STAFF:  Brent Raymond, Town Manager; Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant; Tina Sweet, 
Finance Director; Cyndi Wiltshire, HR Director 

PARTICIPANTS/GUESTS: 

*participating via Zoom 
 

5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER    
Don McDowell called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 5:30PM at the Tegu Building. 

5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS    
None 

5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS   
None 

5:40PM - NEW BUSINESS    

   

1. Executive Session — Contracts and negotiations 
 Motion made by Richard Craig to enter into Executive Session and find that premature general public 

knowledge regarding contracts & negotiation matters would clearly place the town at a substantial 
disadvantage. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. Motion carried (5/0) 
Motion made by Richard Craig to enter into executive session to discuss contract & negotiation 
matters under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1)(A) of the Vermont Statutes to include Brent 
Raymond, Town Manager: Judi Alberi, Executive Assistant; Tina Sweet, Finance Director; and Cyndi 
Wiltshire, Human Resources Director. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. Motion carried (5/0) 
Motion made by Richard Craig to come out of executive session with no action taken. Motion 
seconded by George Cormier. Motion carried (5/0) 

6:30PM - ADJOURN   
Motion made by Richard Craig to adjourn. Motion seconded by Laura Streets. Motion carried. (5/0) 
  
Meeting adjourned at 6:41pm 
Submitted and filed this November 13, 2025. 
Judi Alberi, Scribe 
  

Please note all minutes are in Draft form and are subject to approval at the next Selectboard meeting. 
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November 17, 2025 
Morristown Select Board Meeting  
Created by Maggie Cleary & Cara Hancy, Residents 
In partnership and with the help of many residents 
 

Establish Common Ground 
Social infrastructure: the spaces and institutions that shape how people interact   

●​ Essential for building strong, resilient, and equitable communities.  
●​ Our social infrastructure is as important to a healthy, functioning, and financially stable society 

as our physical infrastructure. 
●​ When our social infrastructure is maintained and invested in, it fosters trust, cooperation, and 

social ties among diverse groups of people in a community, and actually makes those 
communities more resilient in crisis.  

●​ Investment in social infrastructure can help to heal polarization, strengthen democracy and 
rebuild trust in institutions and in one another.  

●​ Public investment in social infrastructure is key to a functioning society. 

So what makes up our social infrastructure here in Morrisville? Whose job is it to think about this, 
nurture this, build connections to strengthen this?  

We believe that municipal recreation is a key piece of the puzzle when it comes to building and 
maintaining a strong and robust social infrastructure in our town. 

 

Ways that municipal recreation contributes to a stronger, more connected, and resilient society: 

1. Builds Social Connections 

●​ Public recreation brings people together across age, class, and cultural lines.​
 

●​ Shared activities create opportunities for casual interactions and friendships, which 
strengthen social trust and cooperation.​
 

●​ These bonds form the “social glue” that helps communities thrive and respond collectively to 
challenges.​
 

2. Promotes Health and Well-Being 

●​ Access to affordable recreation improves physical and mental health, reducing healthcare 
costs and boosting overall community vitality.​
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●​ Recreation programs also provide safe, structured outlets for young people, supporting 
positive development and preventing social problems like isolation, disengagement and 
negative behaviors 

●​ Morrisville/Morristown Town Plan 2022-2030, page 58-60, Wellness Chapter: 13 
https://www.morristownvt.gov/media/5081​
 

3. Fosters Inclusion and Equity 

●​ Public recreation spaces are among the few places where everyone has equal access, 
regardless of income or background.​
 

●​ When towns invest in recreation for all, they help bridge socioeconomic and generational 
divides and promote a sense of belonging among residents.​
 

4. Strengthens Local Identity and Pride 

●​ Community events and shared public spaces foster civic pride and a sense of ownership 
over one’s community.​
 

●​ People who feel connected to their community are more likely to volunteer, vote, and 
participate in local governance. So how do we get them connected? Who works on 
strengthening the connections between the town government and the people?​
 

5. Boosts Economic Health 

●​ Quality recreational amenities can attract residents and businesses, supporting local 
economies. Potential of rail trail, other walking, skiing and biking trails, etc.​
 

●​ A strong municipal recreation program attracts younger people and families and supports them 
in staying here. 

●​ Summer rec provides vital, affordable and accessible summer child care for school aged 
children so that their parents can go to work.  

 

6. Builds Resilience in Times of Crisis 

●​ During emergencies (like natural disasters), recreation infrastructure often becomes a crucial 
community hub for relief and coordination.​
 

●​ Strong social networks formed in these spaces help people look out for one another and 
recover faster. 
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7. Generates Long-Term Returns on Civic Trust 

●​ Investment in public recreation builds trust in local government — residents see their tax 
dollars producing tangible, accessible benefits.​
 

●​ This civic engagement can make communities more cooperative and efficient in tackling future 
challenges.​
 

In summary 

Supporting municipal recreation is not just about fun or fitness — it’s a long-term investment in 
community strength, equity, and democracy.​
By creating accessible spaces where people can connect, learn, and belong, we lay the groundwork 
for a healthier, more cohesive, and more resilient society. 

Municipal recreation is not just a cost — it’s a high-return public investment that: 

●​ Boosts property values and tax revenue​
 

●​ Lowers healthcare and social costs​
 

●​ Strengthens the local economy​
 

●​ Improves quality of life and community resilience​
 

Make It Happen for Morristown: 
History: 
 
First Morristown Parks and Rec Commission originally formed in 1949 
Summer Rec has been around since 1957! 

●​ Ran by parent volunteers for many years 
●​ By Mid 20teens, it was becoming clear that a staff person was needed to lead this program 

In 2018, an ad hoc recreation committee was formed. Put out a pretty comprehensive rec survey (215 
replies, 42 people saying they wanted to get involved in rec development efforts). These survey 
results still exist! 
By 2019, a formal recreation committee was (re)formed- all volunteer with connection to town 
government through former Community Development Director.  

●​ Established an online rec management software, worked on compiling info for a recreation 
website, maintained town ice rink, secured RiseVT Grant for snowshoes at library, events like 
Health + Wellness Day w/ CCV, Bike Day, games and fun at Wednesday Night Live.  

●​ Advocated for a rec position that would lead the recreation efforts and lead summer rec 
●​ Full time rec position secured in 2023? Rec committee disbanded. 
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●​ Rec director led summer rec in 2024- 120 kids participated 
●​ Position cut in 2025- summer rec pulled together by various staff  members in town office- 30 

kids participated. Less weeks, less flexibility, considerably more expensive. 
 
Current Recreation: 
 

●​ Web based recreation software for registration, donations, communication, management  
●​ Morristown 4th Annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot 
●​ Summer Recreation Youth Camp  
●​ Community Ice Skating Rink at the Oxbow 
●​ Community Gardens 
●​ VOLUNTEER ENERGY 

 
Neighboring Community Examples: 
 

●​ Johnson - part time Recreation Director - offering youth Skiing, Basketball, Soccer, Swim 
Lessons, Adult programming, has town fields but uses local facility spaces owned by other 
entities, VSU-Johnson and more 

●​ Stowe - Camps, summer & vacation, has outdoor courts & dedicated small building, adjacent 
to Elem. playground, Rec path & surrounding green spaces 

●​ Waterbury - established a full time position several years ago, and added assistant a year ago, 
and a rec committee in support, town has a municipal library and recreation budgeted  

●​ St. Johnsbury - successfully re-established full-time position this past year with town budget 
●​ Wolcott - Commitment to recreation in access to 735 acer community town forest with trails 

and connection to Lamoille Valley Rail Trail, “increased tourism and economic growth as well 
as create a space for locals to enjoy the outdoors on high-quality trails” VTCNC Oct 16, 2025 

●​ Hyde Park - Community Youth Sports Committee, K- 6 school  
●​ St. Albans - while not a neighbor, an example of Recreation as a destination, funded through 

option tax - that is an economic driver and attracts neighbors to their community where they 
recreate and visit local businesses.  More can be learned at the recording of the Morristown 
Special Select Board meeting 10/7/25 

 
All of our neighbors have a theme of community connection & commitment to social 
infrastructure - above and beyond schools, individual sports boards, and non-profits. This 
connection and partnership is essential for the success of the community and health of our 
residents. 
 
Potential Morristown Municipal Recreation Partners: 
 

●​ Conservation Commission 
●​ Morristown Economic and Community Development 
●​ Morristown Centennial Library 
●​ River Arts 
●​ Morristown Elementary, PA Middle School, PA High School 
●​ Local businesses 
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●​ Planning Commission, Lamoille County Conservation District 
●​ Morristown Police, Fire, & EMS 
●​ North Country Animal League 
●​ Vermont Department of Forest, Park, & Recreation 
●​ Lamoille Health Partners 
●​ Area Child Care Business 
●​ Morrisville Coop 
●​ Vermont State Parks (Elmore, Green River Reservoir)  
●​ MACC (Morristown Alliance of Culture and Commerce) 

 
Quote from Carol Lauber, MACC Board Chair 
1.  VT economy is growing in outdoor recreation, Morrisville sits in the middle of the LVRT, Morrisville 
has the most LVRT visitor interactions than any other section and a rec person can bring more 
economic prosperity to the town, activity to this asset and Morristown.  
2. Recreation has the ability to make town events robust/energetic with more activities, more vibrant.  
 
Who do you want to see connecting and partnering with Morristown Municipal Recreation? 
 
Future Adaptability: 

 
●​ Municipal recreation offers opportunity for civic engagement of all ages & demographics and 

the ability and goal to adapt for an older aging population of our county 
●​ Municipal recreation is also a destination potential, and a reason for new residents to choose 

Morristown to raise a family 
●​ Future changes in school systems on the state level will create changes in our student body 

and community, a point person in municipal government focused on recreation can help the 
town navigate this transition and stay connected to administration, teachers, parents, & 
students  

 
Community quotes for an active survey: https://forms.gle/vcYQ8k3NmLuYS5DT7 
 
Every person said they are ready to volunteer, talk to neighbors, and help! 
  
Do you value the historical Morristown Summer Recreation Program? 
“Yes, we are building a community. We need to have resources available for all ages. The summer 
rec program was vital for many of our working families. ” - Parent 
 
What does Municipal Recreation mean to you? 
“A way for the community to collectively share the support for and also benefit from healthy activities 
within our town. Ideally, there would be activities that appeal to a range of ages.” - Resident, Parent  
 
What ideas do you have? 
“I think this could also be a chance to build a collaborative recreation network, involving the library, 
schools, and nonprofits, so that no one organization carries the full weight. I’ve seen similar models 
work beautifully in other towns where recreation programs were community-led and supported 
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through partnerships rather than a single department.” - Executive Director of North Country Animal 
League 
 
What is your future vision for Morristown Municipal Recreation? 
“Recreation should be part of the town plan and have a fully funded department or position.” - 
Resident 
 
What else do you wish to share? 
“This town needs to start investing in its residents.” 
 
 

Our Ask: 
●​ The select board recommends to the Town Government to include a funded position to do the 

work of Municipal Recreation in Morristown 

●​ That staff person, Morristown Recreation Director, is supported by a volunteer board, The 

Recreation Board  - to create connection & continuity  

●​ That staff person is a year round position to support a thriving and successful summer 

recreation camp, to include hiring, training, and connections for summer staffing, and study the 

needs of the community, create community partnership, build programming 

●​ That staff person will support the current administrative town employees by being an essential 

partner on the team to do this important work for the humans of our community, executing the 

work of supporting our social infrastructure.   

 

 

Resources for Further Reading 
 
“Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure Can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline of 
Civic Life” by Eric Klinenberg 

Also: 

1.​ Trust for Public Land (TPL) — “Park Investment and Economic Vitality” (2024)​
 

○​ This report shows how cities that invest in parks and open spaces see stronger economic vitality 
(jobs, growth, attraction of skilled workforce). Trust for Public Land+1​
 

○​ Includes case-studies of five U.S. cities (including Minneapolis) illustrating the correlation 
between park investment and economic outcomes. Trust for Public Land​
​
 

2.​ TPL — “The Economic Benefits of Plano Parks, Trails, and Recreation Facilities”​
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○​ A deep dive into one city’s park & recreation system: shows how parks increased home values, 
tax revenues, healthcare savings, and tourism benefits. Trust for Public Land​
​
 

3.​ National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) — “Economic Impact of Local Parks” (2018 
summary)​
 

○​ Shows that local park & recreation agencies in the U.S. supported over 1 million jobs and 
generated hundreds of billions in economic activity. National Recreation and Park Association+1​
​
 

4.​ Study of Maricopa County (Arizona) Parks & Recreation​
 

○​ Found taxpayers received over $4.85 return for every dollar invested in operation of regional 
parks. ASU News​
​
 

5.​ Case of Colorado Springs Parks & Recreation​
 

○​ Data on how parks yielded medical-cost savings, increased property values, and local tax 
revenue. parks.coloradosprings.gov+1​
​
 

6.​ Journal article: “The Social Benefits of a City Whitewater Park”​
 

○​ Qualitative case-study showing how recreation infrastructure builds social capital, community 
connection. Sagamore Venture Journals​
​
 

7.​ Academica: “Greening Schoolyards and Urban Property Values: A Systematic Review…”​
 

○​ Review of how green/recreation-oriented infrastructure affects property values and equity 
issues. arXiv​
 

8.​ Planning/Design Journal: “The Challenges of Social Infrastructure for Urban Planning”​
 

○​ Addresses how to plan, fund & site social infrastructure—very relevant for recreation 
departments or municipal planners. (I don’t have full metadata here but found relevant via 
search)​
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Updated 11-17-25 
 

Dog Park Rules 

 

General Park Usage 

❖ The park is open from sunrise to sunset, weather permitting. 

❖ Use of the park is at your own risk; owners are responsible for any injury or damage 

caused by their dog(s) to people, other dogs, or property. 

❖ Report any rule violations, aggressive behavior, or maintenance issues to the Town of 

Morristown at (802) 888-5147 or Animal Control Officer at (802) 888-4211. 

Dog Requirements 

❖ All dogs must be currently licensed, vaccinated (including rabies as required by Vermont 

law), and always wearing their license tags on a collar or harness. 

❖ Dogs over 6 months must be spayed or neutered. 

❖ Sick, contagious, or dogs with a history of biting or violence are prohibited. 

❖ Dogs must be up to date on flea, tick, and heartworm prevention. 

❖ No animals other than dogs are allowed in the park. 

Owner Responsibilities 

❖ Limit of 3 dogs per adult handler. 

❖ Owners must maintain constant supervision and control over their dog(s); do not leave 

dogs unattended. 

❖ Clean up after your dog immediately using provided bags or your own; dispose of waste 

in designated trash receptacles (not compost bins). 

❖ Remove your dog immediately if it shows signs of aggression, excessive roughness, or 

intimidation toward other dogs or people. 

❖ Children under 12 must be closely supervised by an adult and are not recommended in 

the park; no small children are allowed if dogs are rambunctious. 

Leash and Entry/Exit Protocols 

❖ Keep dogs on a leash when entering or exiting the park and outside the off-leash area; 

have one leash per dog available at all times. 

❖ Use the double-gate system: secure gates behind you to prevent escapes. 

❖ Remove leashes, harnesses, and prohibited collars (e.g., prong, choke, shock, or spiked) 

once inside the off-leash area. 
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Updated 11-17-25 
 

 

 

Prohibited Items and Activities 

❖ No food, treats, bones, or chew toys allowed with multiple dogs in the park to prevent 

resource guarding or allergies. Use your best judgement.  

❖ No glass containers, smoking, alcohol, bikes, or skateboards. 

❖ The dog park is for personal recreational use only. Commercial use of the dog park is 

prohibited unless prior written authorization is obtained from the Town of Morristown. 

Additional Recommendations 

❖ If possible, separate small and large dogs to enhance safety. 

❖ Bring your own water, bowl, and first-aid supplies; monitor your dog for signs of fatigue 

or stress and leave before issues arise. 

❖ Encourage community involvement, such as volunteer maintenance or partnerships with 

local animal shelters for events. 
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Chris & Melissa LeBlanc 

265 Cottage Street 

Morristown, Vermont 05661 

November 12, 2025 

Morristown Selectboard 

43 Portland Street 

Morristown, Vermont 05661 

Subject: Request for Revision – Conditions of Approval, LeBlanc ROW Permit (265 

Cottage Street) 

Dear Members of the Selectboard, 

Thank you for your time and for granting our appeal regarding the right-of-way access 

permit for 265 Cottage Street. We appreciate the Board’s efforts in reviewing our appeal 

and approving our application. 

After reviewing the final written decision, we have identified two conditions that require 

attention in order to make the project technically feasible and consistent with the law. We 

respectfully request that the Selectboard consider the following revisions, and that this 

matter be placed on the agenda for the November 17th Selectboard meeting: 

Condition 6 – Alignment of Sewer Line 

Current Language: 

“The sewer force main shall run along the easterly side of the Cottage Street right-of-way 

maintaining said +/-10-foot separation distance from the traveled way, and not diagonally 

as proposed, until it reaches a point opposite MWL's sewer manhole #9. At that point, the 

line shall then turn westerly at a roughly 90-degree angle and cross the traveled way for 

Cottage Street perpendicularly to reach said manhole.” 

Requested Revision: 

We request that the condition be revised to reflect the physical limitations of directional 

boring equipment and the spatial constraints of the right-of-way. The bore cannot make a 

hard 90-degree turn, and with a minimum bend radius of approximately 125 feet, the line 

will not be able to reach the manhole perpendicularly within a 50-foot right-of-way. Instead, 

the bore will run along the easterly side of Cottage Street and then make a smooth 

sweeping curve toward the west, terminating at the manhole. 

Proposed Alternative Language: 

“The sewer force main shall run along the easterly side of the Cottage Street right-of-way 

maintaining a +/-10-foot separation from the traveled way until a point at which it will start a 

sweeping turn towards the west ending at MWL Manhole #9 in a manner consistent with 

the operating limitations of the directional boring equipment.”  
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Condition 10 – Building Restrictions 

Current Language: 

“Appellants shall restrict the use of the sewer line so it serves only one three-bedroom 

dwelling on their proposed new lot at 265 Cottage Street, and they shall implement a deed 

restriction or other similar covenant prohibiting further subdivision of the lot served by this 

private sewer line. Subject to Condition #12, below, this private sewer connection shall be 

allowed in perpetuity. 

a. Construction/boring for this sewer line shall not commence until the Appellants have 

entered into a License Agreement with the Town and have demonstrated that the deed 

restriction or covenant has been recorded.” 

Requested Revision: 

The condition limiting our property to “one three-bedroom dwelling” was never discussed 

and is entirely outside the scope of a right-of-way permit. The Selectboard has no authority 

to dictate what we can or cannot build on our property through this permit process. Those 

matters are handled by zoning and wastewater regulations — not by the Selectboard. The 

ROW permit should address only the work taking place within the public right-of-way, not 

land use or development decisions on private property. Attempting to impose such a 

restriction on our property is an overreach of authority and needs to be corrected. 

Additionally, the deed restriction included in this condition is not lawful or applicable within 

the context of a right-of-way permit. While we had originally suggested a deed restriction in 

good faith as a means to expedite the process, it has become clear that such a condition 

falls outside the Selectboards legal authority to impose. Both the building restriction and 

the deed restriction must be removed for this permit to comply with the law. 

Vermont is a Dillon Rule state, which means municipalities possess only those powers 

expressly granted to them by the Vermont Legislature. Under Title 24 of the Vermont 

Statutes Annotated, the Selectboard’s authority is limited to the management of public 

highways and rights-of-way, public works, and other duties explicitly outlined by statute. 

There is no statutory authority granting the Selectboard the power to regulate building use, 

dwelling size, or impose deed restrictions on private property through a right-of-way permit. 

Accordingly, the conditions as written exceed the lawful scope of the Selectboard’s 

authority and should be removed.  

Sincerely, 

Chris & Melissa LeBlanc 

265 Cottage Street 

Morristown, Vermont 
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SELECTBOARD 
MEMORANDUM 

 

 
To: Selectboard 
From: 

 

Date: November 17, 2025 
Subject: Motion to convey land to Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity 

 
  
Attachments: 
1. Letter to purchase Green Mountain Habitat 
2. Map of lot Green Mountain Habitat 
3. Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity 
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	I. 5:30PM - CALL SELECTBOARD MEETING TO ORDER 
	II. 5:31PM - AGENDA CHANGES/ADDITIONS 
	III. 5:33PM - COMMUNITY COMMENTS
	IV. 5:47PM - APPROVE MINUTES 
	1. Approve minutes 11-3-25
	SB Minutes 11-3-25 

	2. Approve minutes 11-10-25
	SB Special Minutes 11-10-25 


	V. 5:50PM - NEW BUSINESS
	1. Recreation and wellness discussion
	Morristown Municiple Recreation 11.17.25

	2. Best Street private sewer line ​
	3. Update Dog Park Rules
	Dog Park Rules 11-17-25

	4. Laura Streets & Leah Hollenberger lead and provide
	5. Approve RFP for Architectural Services with Scott 
	RFP Scott Partners 10-17-25

	6. Request for reconsideration of conditions for ROW 
	Leblanc request for reconsideration
	a. Possible deliberative session


	VI. 7:10PM - OLD BUSINESS
	1. Motion to convey land to Green Mountain Habitat fo
	Memorandum
	Letter to purchase Green Mountain Habitat
	Map of lot Green Mountain Habitat
	Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity


	VII. 7:20PM - APPROVE WARRANTS
	VIII. 7:25PM - SCHEDULE
	1. Monday, December 1, 2025 - SB Meeting - 5:30PMMond

	IX. 7:30PM - OTHER BUSINESS
	X. 7:32PM - ADJOURN

